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Tree Management Policy 

 
 
This policy identifies the council’s approach to the management of trees on land 
owned by the Parish Council. It is intended to act as a point of reference for the public, 
Councillors and Council employees to ensure a clear, consistent and structured 
approach to the management of trees. The National Tree Safety Group (NTSG) 
“Common sense on the management of trees” published by the Forestry Commission 
has been taken into consideration in the production of this policy.   
 
As landowner, the Council has a duty of care to ensure that the trees on its land do not 
put persons and property at unreasonable risk.  Trees can fail through damage by a 
number of causes including storms, decay, fungi or loss of root anchorage. As they are 
living things, trees cannot be guaranteed to be safe, but providing trees in areas used 
more frequently by the public are inspected on a regular basis in order to identify any 
obvious defects, any potential risk can be reduced to an acceptable level. A 
disproportionate response to safety concerns leading to heavy lopping or felling of 
trees causes unnecessary harm to the landscape and environment as a whole. 
 
1. The Council will manage trees and woodland to fulfil its obligations as owners to 

ensure the safety of users and property whilst remembering that trees and wood-
lands are natural places and the level of acceptable risk must accept this.  Reports 
of tree-related safety problems arising from informal observations by staff or mem-
bers of the public reporting are acted upon promptly. Initially, this may take the 
form of a formal inspection by a competent member of staff or, if appropriate, an 
external inspector.  This may then result in no further action being required, or in 
tree surgery, felling or implementing measures to manage the area within falling 
distance of the tree. The Council will ensure that inspections of trees are carried 
out by a qualified tree surgeon on land owned by the Parish Council on a three 
yearly basis unless the need arises for more frequent inspections, as advised by 
the tree surgeon. 
 

2. Only dead, dying, diseased or dangerous trees will be removed or made safe, 
whichever is deemed necessary. 

 

3. A prioritised programme of tree work will be maintained based on the inspections 
and with an emphasis on planned rather than reactive tree maintenance. 

 

4. The Council will allocate sufficient resources to ensure that it is able to manage the 
trees that it owns. 

 

5. Consideration will always be given to the impact of any tree pruning or felling on 
local wildlife.  Tree work will be scheduled to take place in periods where the im-
pact on local wildlife is minimised. Dead wood will be left standing or on the ground 
in habitat piles wherever possible. 

 

6. Tree pruning will only be undertaken where there is sound justification for the work. 
Where pruning is undertaken it will be in accordance with good arboriculture prac-
tice to ensure minimum harm to the tree and every effort will be made to ensure 
the general shape and character of each tree is retained. 



 

 

 

7. The Council will not fell or prune trees on Council owned land solely to alleviate 
problems caused by natural and/or seasonal phenomena. 

 

8. The Council will not fell or prune trees for reasons of light. 
 

9. The Council will not fell or prune trees solely for the reason that they are causing 
interference with television or satellite reception or similar reasons, unless com-
plainants have taken other measures to improve the situation without success and 
it can be proven that pruning will improve reception. In considering any action the 
Council will take account of the amenity value of the trees concerned. 

 

10. It is recommended that structures and equipment, including play equipment, 
should not be located within the falling range of a tree and this should also be 
avoided by adjoining landowners where possible. 

 

11. The council will give consideration to any complaints or requests regarding trees 
on Council owned property, taking into account its tree management policy and/or 
advice from a qualified tree surgeon. 

 

12. Landowners are responsible for dealing with leaf fall on their private property.  
Leaves collected should be disposed of responsibly, options include home com-
posting, collection via Welwyn Hatfield brown bin service (subscription applies) or 
by taking them to one of Hertfordshire County Council’s household recycling sites. 

 


